
Harry brought with him a belief in second

chances. He did not cut his clients much

slack. He certainly did not accept excuses

from his clients. We all need second

chances, we all have burdens and

struggles, he would tell them. Sometimes

we fall. That is not an excuse for giving up,

he would say. His clients learned through

Harry to get up and get going. He was a

compassionate man, but a fearless one.

His clients learned quickly that he would

not push them to success, nor would he

pull them. But he would walk beside them

as they achieved and then achieved more.

And then he would celebrate with them.  

Harry was beloved by his colleagues.

Maybe not immediately because he could

be intimidating. But if you were around

Harry long enough, you began to see the

twinkle in his eye. 

He would cook for us: he barbecued steak

which he paid for out of his own pocket.

He made soup and ribs and all kinds of

goodies for us. Not only was Harry our in-

house chef, he was also our in-house

actor. Harry took part in a video made for

a retreat, a funny one. Our Harry could be

silly. He played Gomez from the Adams

Family once, wearing a borrowed tuxedo.

He sang during that skit wearing a

perfectly grumpy face. There’s more,

much more, that Harry did to continuously

brighten our days.
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Harry’s lasting gift to us and to his clients

was his philosophy of second chances and

the pursuit of excellence. He taught us that

while perfection isn’t possible, effort is

everything. “The pride is in the effort,” he

would say, and he lived this belief every

day. Harry would be thrilled to know that

his legacy continues through the Harry

Banahan Memorial Award. This award,

given to graduates of Nine Star’s  

programs, recognizes achievement and

advancement through client participation,

whether academic, vocational, military, or

otherwise. The award celebrates students

who are moving forward, as Harry always

encouraged us to do. 

We honor Harry by recognizing the values

he lived by: resilience, determination, and

the belief in always moving onward. Harry

believed that falling was part of the

process, but the real failure was in not

trying again. “Beware any client of mine

who doesn’t get back up after a setback,”

he would often say. We all need second

chances, and though none of us are

perfect, Harry taught us that perseverance

is what matters most. With this award, we

proudly celebrate the Nine Star clients

who exemplify Harry’s work ethic, his

compassion, and his unwavering belief in

moving forward, no matter the obstacles. 

See your Nine Star mentor, teacher, or

case manager for details.

Harry Banahan came to Nine Star after a

long and impactful career, and we were

honored to be part of his final professional

chapter. His journey was filled with

challenges and change, but Harry’s
dedication never wavered. As a Case

Manager and Director of the Career

Development Center, Harry’s expertise

and his Master’s in Social Work benefited

not only Nine Star but also the broader

community. He also served on the board

of the Anchorage Neighborhood Health

Center, where he shared his wisdom and

compassion.

Sometimes we fall.
That is NOT an

excuse for giving up.
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We lost Harry to cancer in 2012. He is still

missed.  


